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JUN 14 1956 


H i# Honorable !,• H. Fountain 
Chairman, Int* rg ove ramsntal K elation* 
Subcommittee 
House of Hepresentativeo 
Washington 23 , i>. C. 

Dear Mr. Chairman; 



I refer to your latter of 6 June 193b, on the subject of coop- 
eration by executive agencies in a project of your subcommittee having 
to do with the t ran* shipment of surplus fats and oils to Soviet Sloe 
destinations. 

I regret that you have gained the impression that the Central 
Intelligence Agency has failed to cooperate fully with the staff of your 
subcommittee in obtaining relevant information on the subject of your 
investigation. 1 have looked into this matter thoroughly, and have 
concluded that there has boon a misunderstanding on the part of your 
staff, and that this Agency has, in fact, been cooperating to the fullest 
possible extent with them in their efforts to obtain all the relevant facts 
on the subject. 

representatives of this Agency have been in frequent contact 
with the staff of your subcommittee since we first received s request 
for assistance from them last February, and have furnished them with 
certain information. Thaos contacts hava continued, and we are now 
attempting to obtain information which the staff has recently requested 
regarding cargoes and movements of the Russian tanker. Tuapse, which 
was apprehended two years ago off Formosa. 

I believe that the episode to which your letter refers, involving 
sn alleged failure by yds Agency to inform the subcommittee stuff of 
csrtain information in its possession, relates to knowledge which the 
staff obtained, through its contacts with other government agencies, 
that the Central Intelligence Agency received copies of dispatches and 
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other communications from Unite*! consular offices shroud! 

which touched upon the subject n tter of the subcommittee investi- 
gation. When apprised trf this by Mr. Naughton of llu subcommittee 
staff. Mr. Norman Paul, the Legislative Counsel of this Agency, 
checked into the matter and found that the documents evidently re- 
ferred to were information copies of elaeeified c esnsnun icatton » 
which were originated by. and were the action responsibility of 
other agencies of the government, the dUetrlbutiesi of which was 
controlled by those agencies. Any decision as to the release of 
euch communications must rest with the re sponsible agencies, sad 
must take into account not enly the classification problem but the 
problem of the Intended use of the information received. In view 
of these considerations, and in view of the fact that he had been in- 
formed previously by Mr. Naughton that the subcommittee staff was 
in direct contact with the other agencies involved, Mr. Paul informed 
Mr. Nanghton that It was neither the privilege nor the responsibility 
of this Agency to make such communications available to persons 
outside of the Agency, hi this respect, Mr. Paul was adhering to a 
well established rede within the government, end was not motivated 
by any desire to withhold from the subcommittee any relevant infor- 
mation in the poeeeasien of this Agency. 

You may have my assurance tost this Agency will continue to 
cooperate with your subcommittee in every way possible. 

With kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


IG:NSP/blc (15 June 56) 

Orig. & 1 
2 - Signer 
2 - Legis. Counsel 
1 - DD/I 

1 - Mr. McCabe, White House 
1 - Mr. Overton, Commerce Dept. 




Allen W, Dulles 
Director 
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